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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY Dr. Mridul Hazarika
Vice Chancellor '

Phone

Fax

E-mail ID

*91-361-2570412 (O); 2570408 (R)
■f91-361-267551S
vc@gauhall.ac.ln
ha2arika50@gmail.corn

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that Pandit Deendayai Upadhyaya Adarsha

Mahavidyalaya, Tulungia, Bongaigaon is going to publish its 2"^ issue of

Annual College Magazine very soon. College Magazine is;.an , important
publication as it provides scope for manifestation of hidden literary talent
of students in particular. 1 believe that the college should take initiative to
encourage students in developing writing skills and a creative mind

through such publications. Contributors to the magazine, ddsferves
appreciation for their efforts. , .

I wish all success in the effort and hope-the Magazine will be

well accepted by the readers.

Date: 11.01.2019 (Mridul Hazarilca)

AddressiGopInath Sardoloi Nagar, Phone: 0361 257 0412 Web;www.gauhati.ac.in
laiukbari, GuwahatI,
Assam 781014
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Kabita Kalita

Dr.RajuSubba

Asst.Professor in Management

Introduction ;

Rural Connectivity becomes a criti

cal component in the socio-economic de

velopment ofrural people, providing access

to amenities like education, health, market

ing etc. It has been established that invest

ments in rural roads lifts rural above the

poverty line. The evidence also indicates

that as the rural connectivity improves, the

rural poverty level come' dovvn. There had

been imbalanced development of the rural

road network in the country. Some States

provided full connectivity while some oth

ers did not have enough financial resources

at their disposal and consequently complete

connectivity remained at low levels. There

were also problems of inadequate funds for

maintenance, up gradation and reconstuction

ofexisting rural roads. A network approach

and provision of sustainable accessibility

with assured maintenance was virtually not

found.

Some of the major constraints and

bottlenecks in providing rural connectivity

are insufficient funds with States for rural

roads, inadequacy and unpredictability of

funds for rural roads, inadequate mainte

nance of rural roads by many States due to

inadequate funds, resulting in pressure on

rural roads, quality and specifications not

strictly adhered to, layers of informal sub

contracting at the cost ofquality, some roads

constructed without bridges etc. With this

as backdrop, Government of India had

launched PmdhanMantri Gram Sadak Yojana

in the year 2000 to provide connectivity to

unconnected eligible habitations and up-

radation of select existing roads to the stan

dards. The system followed in implemen

tation has several new aspects and is found

to be acceptable for rural roads develop

ment.



The primary objective of the

programme was to provide connectivity by

way of All weather roads to unconnected

habitations with population 1000 and above

by 2003 and those with population 500 and

above by 2007 in rural areas. In respect of

Hill/desert/tribal areas, the objective is to

link habitations with population 250 and

above. Up-gradation of selected rural roads

to provide full farm to market connectivity

is also objective of the scheme, though not

acknowledge the critical importance of the

institutional framework for effective main

tenance and call for the ultimate devolution

ofPMGSY roads management and owner

ship to local governments and the

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). There

fore, road maintenance project will be pre
pared accordingly. Works required and cov
ered under MGNREGA will be selected
under MGNREGA Works not allowed un
der MGNREGA but permissible under
PMGSY will be selected under PMGSY.

Maintenance is one ofthe main chal
lenges yet to be overcome under PMGSY
implementation nearly ten years since its
inception. Under the programe, the contrac
tors are required to maintain the roads built
for five years after completion of invest
ment. The States are expected to provide
funding both for the initial five year main
tenance contract and the subsequent road
maintenance activities. Efforts have been

made to ensure regular maintenance, but the

results are far from adequate. A PMGY au

dit of maintenance activities estimated that

only 30 percent of maintenance require

ments are met for the network as a whole

and even under the five-year maintenance

contracts surveys reveal that many roads are

not receiving proper maintenance. Join

monitoring and supervision of activities
should be planned. Baseline assessment,

concurrent appraisal and documentation and
evaluation of impact of PMGSY and
MGNREGA on a set of indicators for eco-
restoration as well as for local community

needs could be initiated. Quantification of
benefits of works undertaken could also be
taken up.

Financial Outlays and Outcome
Budget:

The development and maintenance of
road comes with cost, therefore, it

very important to know the total allocatioi^
of funds prepared by the government for th®
evelopitiejjj and its maintenance. Frofflf''®
sble given below it is understood thaf
allocation of fund and the expenditure is
mis-matched. Tlie total amounted allocate''
for the development of rural roads durio®
the period of 2000-12 is Rs. 109305.95
ore and the total expenditure made ou

^oadis91483.02. It is Clearly seen that
8-ornment is not fully utilizing the ar
cable fond.

'(tsnrir



Table: 1

Allocation and Expenditure

Particulars 2009-10 2009-11

Trag-
ets

Achieve

ments

Trag-

ets

Achieve

ments

Length
(in Km.)

55,000 60,117 55,000 60,117

Habiations

(in nos.)

13,000 7,877 13,000 7,877

Particulars 2009-10 2009-11

Trag-
ets

Achieve

ments

Trag-
ets

Achieve

ments

Length
(in Km.)

30,000 30,995 30,000 16,287

Habiations

(in nos.)
4,000 6,537 4,000 4,968

Source: PMGSY Briefing book, Decem

ber 2012,GOI

It is seen from the above given table

that the achievements in case of length in

km recorded is more than the target. The

target to cover the length in 2005-06 was

17,454 but the achievement recorded

22,891km in length. Similarly in the year

2006-07 targeted 27,250 lengths in km and

achieved 30,710 lengths in km and so on.

The year 2012-13 is to be marked that the

targeted length in km in km is not achieved.

The achievement record 16,287 in case of

30000 targets.

Similarly the researcher also tried

to find out the target and achievements in

case of habitations. The achievement in case

of habitations is recorded also seen more

than the target. The year 2007-08, 2008-

09 and 2009-10 recorded less that the tar

get, i.e. target 14,015 in km achieved

11,336, target 18,100 and achieved 14,475

and 13,000 and achieved 7,877 vice versa.

It is to be noted that there is huge

dissimilarities in the target and achievement

of road developments. Therefore the sus

tainable rural roads development is not tak

ing place. To overcome this problem, the

government need to prepare a concrete

master plan for sustainable rural roads de

velopment.

Sources of Raising of Additional

Financial Resources :

Development of any road requires a

hug amount. It is seen that the two agencies

namely Asian Development Bank and World

Bank have been funding for the development

of rural roads of our country. The size of

amount procured by the government and

implemented for the completion of project

is discussed briefly.

V. Project 4 (Loan No. 2535) :

A loan of USS 185 million under

Multi-Tranche Financing Facility has been

taken to finance the sub projects of Batch

III in Assam, Odisha and West Bengal. ADB

has made effective this loan on 26^'' Novem

ber 2009. This project will provide the con

nectivity or rural roads for 871km in Assam,

1,287km in Odisha and 660km in West

Bengal. Thereby, the project will connect

397 habitations in Assam and 517 habita-

''>'ra«owwao<o»o)o>o<o(o>o)o«o<



tions in Odisha and 704 habitations in West

Bengla. The loan was closed on 3 P' Decem

ber, 2012.

vi. Project 5 (Loan No. 2651) :

A loan of USS 222.22 million un

der Multi-Trance Financing Facility has

been taken to finance the sub projects of

Bafch IV in Odisha, Batch V and supplemen
tary Batch V in Madhya Pradesh, Batch III

(lot II) in West Bengal and Batch IV in
Chhattisgarh. The loan has become effec
tive on 29^ October, 2010. This project will
provide connectivity of rural roads for
325km in Chhattisgarh, 2,535km in Madhya
Pradesh, 1,512km in Odisha and 443km in
West Bengal. The project will thereby con
nect 428 habitations in Odisha, 895 habita
tions in MadhyaPradesh and 257 habitations
in West. Loan will be closed on 30^^ Jun
2014.

Rural Connectivity Investment Program
(Supplementary):

ProposedRural Connectivity Investment Programme (Supplementary) of T jeo
500 M aims to construct or upgrade all
weatherT,OOOkmofRural Roads '
ingtheunconnectedeligiblehabitationsl:
upgradmgthealready constructed rnnAil-weather connectivity and tak'
roads for research and innovative T '
in road construction in the States ofT"''

Bihar,Chhattisgarh,MadhyaPradesh'?and West Bengal. Odisha

Measures taken to ensure quality and
transparency

4. Quality Assurance Mechanism under

Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak Yojana:
PMGSY Guidelines emphasize upon qual*
ity centered implementation strategies and
recognize quality as essence of

Programme. To bring execution of
Programme to the desired high quality stan*
*d^rds, a three tier quality managem®^^
mechanism has been institutionalized
pmgsy.

itizen information boards:
Citizen infonnation boards are displayed in

t language at prominent locations
enefited habitations indicating the volnm^
materials used in each layer of the pave

ment.

of pmgsy works by P""'
""^Presentatives ;

tate Governments have been advise^
?^ng® joint inspection of ongoing

^°>npleted works under PMGV
o ble Mps, Hon'ble MLAs and
® of Panchayat Raj Institutions.

sol -a that PMGSY-II c""

the. ^ on a criterion to f f

hubs, rural place of



(connectivity to other growth poles, mar

ket, rural hub, tourist place etc.) Develop

ment of Rural Hubs & growth centers are

crucial to the overall strategy of facilitat

ing poverty reduction through creating ru

ral infrastructures. Growth centers/rural

hubs provide markets, banking and other

service facilities enabling and enhancing

self employment and livelihood facilities.

They also help ensure raw materials and

labour inputs for off-farm activities. They

will also help bring the benefits of eco

nomic growth to the rural hinterland, in

cluding white goods, automobiles etc.

PMGSY -11, by recognizing growth centres/

rural hubs and facilitating their connectiv

ity to the hinterland will catalyse livelihood

based programmes, including the Nation

Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)

launched in the 12^'' FYP central. The

Programme has since been implemented by

the Ministry of Rural Development, Gov

ernment of India. A brief description of the

implementation strategy adopted by the

Ministry ofRural Development during 10^

and 11"^ plan period under PMGSY was de

centralized planning, standards and specifi

cations, Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)

and scrutiny, institutional arrangements and

HRD, procurement Process Quality Assur

ance, maintenance, online Monitoring, Man

agement and Accounting System operations

manual and Programme Monitoring.

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana:

As an effective poverty alleviation,

"Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana"

(PMGY) was launched in the year 2000, as

a centrally sponsored Programme and a

onetime special intervention. The primary

objective of the Programme was to provide

connectivity by way of All-weather roads to

unconnected habitation with population

1000 and above by 2003 and those with

population 500 and above by 2007 in rural

areas. In respect ofhilly/desert/tribal areas,

the objective is to link habitations with

population 250 and above. Up-gradation of

selected rural roads to provide full farm to

market connectivity is also an objective of

the scheme. The Programme has since been

implemented by the Ministry of Rural De

velopment, Government of India. The basic

time frame for completion of the

Programme was perceived to be 2007; how

ever, because of constraints of capacity of

implementation in the States and availabil

ity of funds, the targets of the programme

have not been achieved so far.

Sustainable Road Maintenance through

Convergence :

Convergence of inter- sectoral

programmes such as PMGSY with

MGNREGA will enable better planning and

effective investments in rural areas. Con

vergence also bring synergy between dif

ferent government programmes and/or

schemes in term of their planning, process

and implementation. Mahatma Gandhi Na-



tional Rural Employment Guarantee Act

(MGNREGA) has also provision to take up

rural connectivity to provide all weather

access. More than 16% of MGNREGA

works currently relate to rural connectiv-

' ity. In February 2009, theMoRD has issued

guidelines for the convergence between

MGNREGAandPMGSY. Convergence be
tween MGNREGA and PMGSY is mutually
beneficial. The PMGSY guidelines

The year wise allocation of funds and the
expenditure is as under

Year Appocation Expenditiii^rR^;;^ ]
(Rs.in crore) incurred

(Rs.in crore)

2000-01

2001-02

2002-03 2500.00

2500.00 6,529,93 Separate

2500.00
niforma-

2500.00 don not

2003-04 2325.00 ^^^ilable

2005-06 4220.00 ~~^100^ from ADB /Wb
20064)7 6273.00 ̂ ^3042^
2007-08 11000.00 10,618.69 PmmRiDp

2009-10 17840.00 —

2001-11 22399^";;;^;^
20000

FmmRiDp
Window of
tabard

2011-12

Total 109305.95

and cvn» .

'  'S

December 2012,GOI

Outcome target and achieven,
P"orto2005-06,nospeeir'"cal targets were laid down P

2005-06 onwards, target.; •
Of num.

bers of habitations to be connected and road

length (in kms) to be completed have been
specified in the Outcome Budget. Year-v/ise
targets and achievements are given belo^V"

Table 2

Outcome target and achievements
2005-06 I ~2^^^

Tragets 1 Achiev Tragetr Achiev
ements enienj^

Length 17^454 22,891 27,250 30,710
(inKm.)

Habitations 7,895 9 435 9 435 lO.^*
unnos.) '

Particulars ]]^jdo^7 |
Tragets Achiev Tragets

ements

'*^'231 64,440

OnnS°"'

Assistance from Asian Develop"""'
Bank(ADB):

ADB has been providing .
"»«<oPMGSYp,„g,™„einth.S»'
« Assam. Chhaai,g„h,Madhy.rr»»

West Bengal, Chhattisg^^ j
^ hya Pradesh. Rural Roads Se"'" ̂
;7--ntProgramrne(RRSlP)"<
M  in Assam, Chhatt'®^ j,^ ya Pradesh, Odisha and West

provedo s/
Proer The j
tranchl"^^

^^'■^desh,odishaandWest^y



PFR-l for Tranche I of Rural Connectivity

Investment Programme has been filed on

May, 2012.

i. Rural Roads Sector I Project (RRSIP)

(Loan No. 2018-IND): ADB has approved

the loan of USS 400 million under Rural

Road Sector I Project (RRSIP) to assist the

implementation of the PMGSY projects in

the State of Madhya Pradesh and

Chhattisgarh. Atotal of9,574.7 km of All-

weather rural roads connecting 3,207 habi

tations was constructed. Project was suc

cessfully completed in June 2009.

ii. Rural Roads Sector II Investment

Program Project 1 (Loan No. 2248-

IND): ADB has approved the loan of USS

180 million under Multi Tranche Financing

Facility (MFF) to finance the sub projects

in the State of Assam, Odisha and West Ben

gal. The total length of2,507 km connect

ing 1,497 habitations was constructed un

der this project. The project was success

fully completed in June, 2009.

iii. Project 2 (Loan No. 2414-IND): ADB

has approved the loan of USS 77.65 mil

lion for the Batch II Project in Odisha un

der Multi-Tranche Financing Facility

(MFF). The project had provided the con

nectivity of 1,013 km in Odisha connect

ing 231 habitations.

iv. Project 3 (Loan No. 2445-IND): A loan

of USS 130 million under Multi-Tranche

Financing Facility has been taken to finance

the sub project of Batch II in Assam and

West Bengal. The loan was made effective

by ADB on 5^ January 2009. The project

will provide the cormectivity to 985 km in

Assam and 843 km in West Bengal. Thereby,

this project will also provide the cormec

tivity to 607 habitations in the State of

Assam and 718 habitations in State of West

Bengal. Loan will be

1. On-line Management, Monitoring

and Accounting System (OMMAS):

In order to effectively monitor the entire

Programme and bring greater efficiency,

accountability and transparency in imple

mentation, a modem web based On-line

Management, Monitoring and Accounting

System (OMMAS) has been set up for the

PMGSY. The main Application Software

Modules include Rural Road Plan & Core

Network, Proposals, Tendering & Contract

ing Execution (Physical and Financial

Progress), Quality Monitoring, Fund Flow

and Receipt & Payment Accounts (work

accounts). One feature that sets OMMAS

apart from other software is its total trans

parency. One can start with national level

abstract outputs and drill one's way through

the State, District and Block level abstrac

tion to the basic elements the data building

blocks, which are 'roads', 'habitations' and

'Rupees'. The web site is www.omms.nic.in.

With the stablisation of the Receipts & Pay

ments Module of OMMAS, manual compi

lation of Accounts is being dispensed with

by State Rural Roads Development Agen-
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cies (SRRDAs). e-Payment, e-Procurement

and on-line processing of funds release pro

posals from SRRDAs to MoRD have been

added to it. Reports are also available in

Hindi, Oriya, Gujarati and Tamil. To facili

tate decision making, a graphical Decision

Support System (DSS) has been added.

2. Standard Bidding Document:

A Standard Bidding Document has

been developed for the Programme after the
study of good procurement systems and best
national and international practices The
work of development of Standard Bidding
Document was given to the experts of the
field. The procurement process and Stan
dard Bidding Documents of various States,
MoRTH, World Bank and ADB etc. were

studied and the development of draft docu

ments was completed. The draft was sub

jected to the process of review and con

sultation by experts and the State Govern
ments.

3. e-Procurement under PMGSY:

As per the PMGSY Guidelines, a

Well established procedure for tendering

through competition is required to be foi'
lowed for selection of agencies to execute
the projects sanctioned under the Scheme-
K^ceping in vliew the comparative advantage
of e-Tendering, the Ministry of Rural De
velopment had decided for e-Tenderin§
v^-o.f. April, 2009 and presently all States
0 procuring the works under PM^^^

trough e-Tendering. OO

'Strength does not come from c
indomitahfe wifC" V^ysicahca'P^city^ comes from an

' ^ahatma Gandhi.

9 U e:x;periene,"

-Albert Einstein
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In the present scenario, it is all evi

dent that food availability is not the solu

tion to the food insecurity. During last two

decades, food production in the world has

increased more than enough to feed all the

people at all the time. However, the truth is

that more than half of people in India have

to live hungry due to lack of food

afifordability. Again, food affordability with

out adequacy cannot ensue the food secu

rity as well. In such situation, a strong need

arises for an effective social safety net in

the form of food distribution system so that

every human gets adequate food at an af

fordable price. Responding to the need, al

most every country in the world has intro

duced supply chain management system. In

India, we have Public Distribution System

(PDS) operational since British regime for

the purpose.

Public Distribution System (PDS) is

one of the remarkable government policies

with no famine occurrences in India after

its adoption to its credit.It is a system of

managing food procurement, storage and

distribution at subsidized rate along with

thelogistical aspect. The basic objectives

behind the PDS are to-(I) ensure availabil

ity of

essential commodities specially food

through an inbuilt supply chain management

and (H) make them available at anaffordable

and stable price at the immediate vicinity

of the people or the house holds. The cen

tral government through Food Corporation

of India (FCI) does the procurement, stor

age, transportation and mass allocation of

food among the state governments. The state

Governments on the other hand, take the op

erational responsibility including allocation

within State, identification of families be

low the poverty line, issue of Ration Cards

and supervision of the functioning of Fair

Price Shop (FPS). Thus, PDS is the con

cert effort of both central and state govern

ments.
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supply food as first come first served

basis. This turned out to because of leakage

and non-commitment on the system by the

poor house holds. A number of studies of

that time suggested for proper targeting of
PDS. According to the studies, targeting to

the poor was the olution of the problem.
Moreover, beneficiaries could get an oppor-

tunity to be organized, when targeting and

thereby monitoring the TPS to ensure genu

ine distribution of food. Furthermore, with

the general entitlement scheme of PDS,

there seemed very small transfer of income

to the poor households. This was another

drawback for the decades old distribution

system. Generalized entitlement scheme is

a costly avenue for a country like India

where a huge money in the form of subsidy

to be issued, contributing to the high fiscal

deficit in the country. Such entitlement al

lows a considerable portion of subsidy to

go to non-poor. This does not serve the

purpose of PDS. Therefore, targeting to the

poor is more encouraging.

Keeping in mind to make PDS an

effective safety net for poor and to keep

distribution with in limits set by domestic

procurement and subsidy budget, GOI had

come out with Revamped PDS (RPDS) in

June 1992. Around 1775 blocks are set up

in the tribal, hilly, drought prone and' de

certified areas according to this such

scheme under RPDS. This scheme works

under the various programmes 1 ike-Drought

Prone Area Programme (DPAP), Integrated

Tribal Development Projects (ITDP),

Desert Development Programme (DDP)

and certain Designated Hill Areas (DHA).

Under this system, foodgrains are issued at

50 paisa less than the central issue price and

foodgrains is allotted up to 20 kgs per card.

After this reform, an affirmative change

could be witnessed in the trend of PDS

structure in India with the implementation

of RPDS. PDS, which was initially blamed

as urban biased, now, targeting the poor and

remote areas.

Although the PDS was a social

safety net in India, but the benefits are not

reaped by actual beneficiaries in most of

the time. The malpractices like misuse of

resources, mismanagement of the

programme were become the features of

the system.To evade such situation GOI re

launched erstwhile PDS was replaced by

Targeted Public Distribution system on the

recommendation of the Chief Ministers'

Conference held in July 1996. That is how

TDPS came in to beingin JuneI997. The

potential beneficiaries are divided into Be

low Poverty Level( BPL) and Above Pov-

ei1y Line (APL) under TDPS and arrange

ment are made for ensuring transparency and

accountability at TPS level.

Gol has taken certain measures to

strengthen TPDS. Some of them are-intro

duction, of Public Distribution System

(Control) Order, 2001, strengthening the

' ■pfRs'® TotirrnrTFr v!)JTw



monitoring and vigilance, increasing trans

parency in functioning of TPDS, organiz

ing publicity-cum awareness Campaign, al
location of ration unto six months at one

go, computerization of TPps Operations,
improve the efficiency of FPS operations
etc.Various measures have undergone to
make TOPS a great success by the GOI The
effectiveness of such measures is doubtful
Especially misaUocation and misappropria

tion of food grains are still in practice. A
country cannot avoid such a distribution

system, but have to avoid the malpractices
in the PDS system. Empowering people of
fhcir rights, strong political will and adniifl'
istrative commitment, greater monitoriflg
^d evaluation and regular reform of tl^®

can bear hope of avoiding such
practices. oo
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culture include it being white, patriarchal

and unequal. Those who white and male are

having things they regard as dominant and

they rated as more important than those who

are female or from a minority ethnic group.

They would be generally rich and so pow

erful or vice versa. They would be mainly

also white and male. They are in a position

to have their views of what is valuable and

worthwhile in a culture regarded as more

important. They acquire and given higher
status than those of other sinas ociety.

(c) Subculture:

It is the culture within the culture.

When societies are very small, such as small
villages in traditional societies, then all
people may share a common culture or way
of life. But it may grow to larger and more
complicated culture in due time. A number
of smaller groups may emerge within the
larger society, with some differences in
their beliefs and way of life. Each group

having these differences is referred to as a
subculture.

(d) Folk Culture:

It is 'authentic' as actively created
by ordinary people themselves. Traditional
folk music, folk songs, story telling and folk
dances are aptexamples. They are passed on
from one generation to the next by social
ization and mostly by direct

experience. Folk culture is generally asso
ciated with pre-industrial or early industrial

societies. However, modernization global

ization changed the traditional system a lot.

Folk music and folk clubs, and the Morris

dancing many rural events still link some

of the traditional customs and beliefs.

(e) High culture:

High culture is generally seen as

being superior to other forms of cultures.

Small, intellectual elites, predominantly

upper-class and middleclass groups form

this high culture and generally interested in

new ideas, critical discussion and analysis.

'Goodtaste' of this section of society dif

ferentiate themselves from the the other.

Examples of high culture products include

serious news programmes and documenta

ries, classical music like that of Mozart or

Beethoven, the theatre, opera, jazz, foreign

language or specialist 'art' films,. High cul

ture products are often found in special

places, like art galleries, museums, concert

halls and theatres and what has become es-

tablished literature. Writers like

Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, Jane Austen

are common ideals and visual art like that

of Monet, Gauguin, Picasso or Van Gogh

are cherished and preserved with very high

value. Common people may find them very

critical or rdisconnected.

(f) Folk culture vs. Mass, popular or low
culture :

Mass culture is sometimes caiied popular
culture or low culture. This refers to every-



day culture- simple easy-to-understand, full

of entertainment contrasted with high cul

ture. Mass culture is seen by many as infe

rior to high culture. They are

aimed at the mass of ordinary people, but

lack roots in their daily experiences as in

folk culture. They are manufactured by busi

nesses for profit. Popular culture involves

mass produced, standardized and short

lived products, sometimes even trivial con

tents- including mass circulation maga

zines, extensive coverage of celebrities,

news papers like "The Sun" or "The Mir

ror", television soaps and reality TV shows,

dramas and thrillers, rock and pop music,

video games or block buster feature films

for the mass market. 'Artistic' value may be

absent. They are largely concerned with

making money for large corporations or the

mass media. Such culture is largely seen as

passive and unchallenging. The consumers

of mass culture are lulled into an uncriti

cal, undemanding passivity. Some Mai-xists

like Lukacs, Brecht, Benjamin, Adomo ar

gue that mass culture maintains the cultural

and ideological hegemony uncritical ofthe
dominance of a set of ideas for the power
of the dominant social class in society (R
Tailor, ed., Aesthetics and Politics, I977)
In the current age the distinction between
high culture and mass culture is weakening,
(g) Global culture:

It refers to the way cultures in dif-

ferent countries of the world have become

more alike, sharing increasingly similar

consumer products and ways of life. This

has arisen as globalization has undemiined

national and local cultures. Globalization is '

the growing interdependence of societies

across the world, with the spread of the '

same culture, consumer goods san eco

nomic interests across the globe.

C. Concept of Identity:

The new political claims may be
right towards community solidarity and

empower the community. For example,
there have been talks on intellectual prop
erty right vis-a-vis folk knowledge and
wealth, particularly, in the context of tribal

societies in tenns of textile designs, herbal
medicines, and other indigenous products

■  that will bring immense economic benefit
to the people. But such moves like for eco
nomic integration or cultural exchanges are
affected by ethno nationalism in most
cases. It results in solidarity or autonomy
movements. It is true that the concept of

entity is in a period of rapid evolution-
Changing technologies also have contrib-
ed to the pioblematic. Attempts to decode

human genetics and possibly shape the ge-
^  netic makeup of future persons (Wald
^  00), to clone human beings, or to xeno'
"  so



capable of changing our bodies through sex

change or cosmetic surgeries with imme

diate consequences to ways of our under

standing that dramatically hinge our identi

ties. As more and more people are using

disembodied communication technologies,

the kinds of identities that matter seem to

be shifting (Turkle 1995).

Beyond and besides identity, we need
to examine effects on cultural products such

as indigenous music, textile designs, handi
crafts, herbal medicines, dance forms and
so on under globalization. Indigenous cul
tural products are under threat in the age of
globalization as economic issues conflict
the indigenous art. These are some of the
issues related globalization and its impact
on tribes of North east and their cultures..

The indigenous cultural products can be
marketed and would bring in huge benefits
for the tribes ofNorth east India. However,

a government controlled monitoring body
is needed. The trade sould be backed and
outsiders should be refrained to get into the
area for private benefit and personal greed.
D.GlobaIization& North East India:
Nagas,Mizos,KhasisandArunachalees:

(i) Nagas: The purely economic theory is
affecting the tribal market under the impact
of globalization. Indigenous cultural prod
ucts, just to meet global standards, will have
to be modified, re-designed and at times

even be distorted totally. The identities

embodied in cultural products might thus

be eliminated for greater marketability. For

example, the famous Ao-Naga shawl called

"Mangkotepsu" is a male attire and has tra

ditional heritage. But these days one sees

thatjackets are made out of it, and they have

become unisexual. They are sold at tourist

spots with its lore and history totally ig

nored. Other handicrafts, dance forms are

also being manipulated to Tit' into the re

quired mould distorted. This process of de-

identifying native cultures and their prod

ucts for the sake of global recognition and

economic expediency will inevitably lead

to a hybridization of identities in cultural

artefacts. The cultures ofNorth East India

are already facing tremendous challenges

from education and modernization. In the

evolution of such cultures and the identi

ties that they embody, the loss of distinc

tive identity markers does not bode well for

the tribes of the region. If the trend is al

lowed to continue in an indiscriminate and

mindless manner, globalization will create

a market in which Naga, Khasior Mizo com

munities "will become mere brand names

and commodity markers stripped of all hu

man significance and which will definitely

mutate the ethnic and symbolic identities

of a proud people. Globalization in this
sense will eventually reduce identity to ano

nymity." ("Globalization and Tribes ofNorth
east India", Kailash C. Baral, INDIAN
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(ii) Arunachalees: The impact of global

ization is often group and region specific.

It is largely responsible for converging the

world into a "global village" from a macro

scopic view point, globalization, is also re

sponsible for creating intra-group

schisms, especially within such closeted

societies as we have in Arunachal Pradesh.

On one hand, we find the educated local in

habitants of the state are pacing themselves

with their more advanced counteiparts in

other parts of the globe, but on the other

hand, their educationally and financially
challenged brothers are not able to devel-
ope much. The traditional Arunachalees are
in the problematic scene that force them to
religiously protect the traditional customs
and beliefs. The Adis are still following tra
ditional religious prayers buf Christian so
ciety is raakin tremendous combination of
cultural ethics and customs. With its rich
bio-diversity and hotspots for adventure
sports along with a regular hosting of such
festivals as Buddha Mahotsava and Slang
Festival have increased the inflow oftour
ists into the state. Thus, the exotic natural
beauty has become amarketable productand
Arunachal has become a brand narpe. This
is slowly morphing into a coavergence Tf
cultures that posits a potent challenge to the
hitherto insular nature of the Arunachalee

societ)'. It is also symptomatic of the emerg

ing problems of preserving "the indigenous
identity" of the people.
(iii) Mizos: The Mizo identity is indeed
undergoing through an intense introspec
tion. There is nostalgia for a romanticized
past, crowded by visions of a once brave and

honorable people, who practiced the code
of "tlawmngaihna". This idea in letter and
spirit, IS strongly nurtured, while the present
day notion of a progressive and enlightened
Christian society is close scrutiny and not
so much satisfactoiy for the people. The

3rn of Greater Mizoram was first de
manded at the first International Mizo Sum
mit called at the behest of MNF supremo
aldenga in 1965, at Kawnpui, Manipur-

top level conference demanded for the
gration of all Mizo-inhabited territories

under one administrative unit. Thirty lead-
urs of various Mizo tribes attended it from

"  Burma and the erstwhile East Paki"
'  idea still persists in a some what
™Wer form and is deliberately nursed by

P°l't'ual parties in the state more for
P°'t.cal gains. "Even attempts tomerge the
derth^ 'lescentor "Zohnahthlak" uit'e common identity of "Mizo" appears

ins T" '°ng- stand'
^idebXeentirt^ Psychological d>'
Manin Mizora^^
•vl"Gloh ;• respectively-
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garet Ch. Zama, INDIAN FOLKLIFE SE
RIAL NO. 22 JULY 2006, pIO.) Mizo tra

dition is still cherished and maintained, the

demands to conform to rules arbitrarily

framed by community leaders for the com
mon good, has begun to clash more often
in recent times with the culture of indepen

dent individualism that has taken roots into
the society. Traditional concepts and cus
toms are affected greatly by Christianity
deep rooted in the society. This clash of
interest has given rise to controversy at vai i-
ous levels. Minor issue of selecting a name

for oneself or one's offspring, has become
a issue controversy in some areas. The ad
dition of a "westernized" name causes the
so-called guardians of Mizo culture to raise
their hackles and they start questioning the
cultural roots and identity of the individual
concerned. The community that is blatantly
influenced by Western culture in dress,
maimerism, music and ideas is now facing
identity crisis of indigenous existence,
(iv) Khasis: Globalization in the Khasi
context, has provided glimpses of a global
market that does not affirm the sharing of
resources or humamiess.lt rather shows the
the cultural differences and marginality of
the poor. Westernization of some of the
urban elites has resulted in the irintegration
with globalization in the Khasis, but the
marginalized poor have been left out tragi
cally. Most People come under this cat-

egory. The singing tailors in fewduh or Bara

Bazar of Shillong are ruined for the heavy

influx of readymade garments. There a tra

dition is lost by the effect of globalization.

Therefore, there is a kind of cultural

inertia that dominates the psychology ofthe

people. A tribal from North east India

struggles to find his/her moorings being

caught in the conflicts between "multiple

structures ofpower and authority'. Empow

erment tlirough development makes efforts

at integration of the people with the main

stream. But the militants resist strongly

such moves propagating separateness. The

people are promised the possibility of "a

romanticized, sovereign tribal homeland

".The Church, out side these two structures,

brings in hope of salvation through concepts

such as sin and expiation and religious prac

tice. Globalization with its promises of eco

nomic salvation have to override the politi

cal, cultural and religious urges of the

people; but its possibility lies in future

years to come.

E. Folk as a Genre of the Global:

United Nations resolution to con

serve folk, based on recognition of "intan

gible heritage," as a subject for protection,
is one of the most significant recent devel

opments of international cultural heritage
law. The intangible heritage requires
safeguarding as much as the tangible prod
uct itself and must be considered in evalu-





the world on television screens (Geeti

Senetal, ed. 2005: 112).

F. Conclusion :

The importance of Folk Culture in

the Context ofNorth- East India can be sum

marized as the root of indigenous people

ofthe area and globalization is challenging

its very existence. Modem world can not
rise without globalization and

hence it is needed that a balance should be

maintained between extremities of ideas.

The ethnic cultures should not be destroyed

in the name of globalization. Otherwise, the
folk cultures with its indigenous people will,

in renown African writer Chinua Achebe s

words "fall apart" in the hands of colonial
r\x\Q{ThingsfallApart,YiQ\riQm3m, 1958).

The North-East Indian perspective on Folk

culture is full of possibilities, however, the
globalization enforcing powers must be in
check. The reconstructing of some tradi
tional systems are surly inevitable but so
ciety must be careful in blindly following
extreme sides for and against globalization.
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Do your duty and leave the results upon god"

— Gee fa

I'^^ucation is the manifestation of perfection

-^^^rniVivekamnda

already in man

~B-R-Ambedkar



Investing for the college goers

Dr. Chumchum Doloi

Assistant Professor

Depaitment of Statistics

Few months back I was watching one of
the business news channels where one of
their phone-in programmes was going on.
One of the callers from Delhi called up and

ask for guidance to monetize some share
certificates. These share certificates were

given to him recently by his grandfather who
had been bedridden for many years due to
paralyses. His grandson was taking care of
him all these days and now he is OK.

The host and the expert who were at the
studio asked the numbers and name of the
company for which the guy was willing to
cash the certificates. The old man had
bought 20000 shares of MRF back m
1990s. Though the share price of MRF m
1990 is not known, it should not have cost
him more than 5 lakhs rupees. Upon going

through the calculations, there was silence
for 20-30 seconds in the studio. The grand
son was already rich by 13 0 crores !! Today
MRF share price is around 66000/- a share.
That old man was able to convert his 5 lakhs
nipees into 150 crores within 28 years. This
is the power of share market.

I have mentioned this story to give you a

glimpse of the possibilities that the share

market has to offer. There are so many mis

conceptions about the stock market that we

stay miles away from it. We think about it
as just another form of gamble. But you will
agree with me that any endeavour without
proper knowledge is a gamble, be it driv
ing, swimming or something else. With
proper knowledge and patience, anybody can
become a successful investor. As an inves

tor, your most powerful weapon will be time.
You have to be patient. Also, sooner you start

investing; better will be your returns in long
term. Legendaiy investor Warren Buffett
once said that the Share market is a mecha
nism which keeps transferring money from
the impatient to the patients.

There are two ways an individual can get
involved in the share market -

1. As an investor and

2. As a trader.

To become a trader, you need extensive
knowledge about the market, about various
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indicators, statistical tools, current happen
ings, order complexities and lots more. But

to become an investor like the old fellow

above, you don't need much of knowledge.
Stock selection for investment is not very
hard. You don't have to think very hard to
say that SBI, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank are

prominent banks? Do you have difficulties

saying that Indian Oil Corporation, OIL,
ONGC are very valuable and profitable com
panies? Don't you have confidence in com

panies like Colgate, ITC, Ranbaxy, Cipla,
Goodyear and Reliance? These are the

names of companies from a big list which
have been multiplying investor's money
many fold every 3-4 years.

Apart from direct stock purchase, one
can also invest in Mutual Funds. Mutual Fund
is an indirect form of stock or share invest
ment where some other agency will be man
aging your money in the market.

Now let's come to the original point - is
It possible to become an investor while you
are still at college? Why not? Let me ask
you one simple thing, how much money can
you save every month out of your pocket
expenses your parent give you? 200? 300?
500? You can start even with 100! Keen
increasing whenever you get chances You

willneedaDEMATandaTrading account
mth a broker house to buy and sell sharesThere are brokers who will give you a

DEMAT account free Of cost or at a very
nominal fees. Someofthemevenofferzer!
brokerage charges.

Here are historic prices of some of the
most popular stocks in NSE (National

Stock Exchange) with their current price:
Stock

name

Reliance

Infcsys

Godrej

Page

industries

Eicher

Motors

Indusind

bank

Price in

2002

53/-

120/-

(2004)

3/-

272/-

(2007)

94/-

18/-

Current

price

1152/-

2010/-

550/-

25800/-

23300/-

1600/-

Approximate %
increase

2075%

1575%

18233%

9420%

24687%

8788%

MB: This is a veiy tiny list out of more than
1600 total listed companies in National
Stock exchange.

In the above table one can easily see that
in 16 years, the market has multiplied the
invested money by minimum of 16 times. I
have not included Dividend and Bonus
s ares that these companies offer time to
time to their investors! Those are extra re-
wards.

So remember the followingSpoints:

vestag^ ^ possible on in-

2-Start as early as possible.

^•Giveampletimetoyourmoneytogrov^'

^^•'"appy investing, oo
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"The Use and Abuse of Internet"

Tanislia Singlia
H.S.P'year

The modern word is nightly called
the era ofInternet. Nowadays it has become
a part and parcel of our life and we can
think a world without Internet. It is a

'ties.N :

system is unusu-

ally helpful in R - :- -

teaching and

learning process.

It plays a very significant role m educa lo^Students find it easier to search anyt > 8

Internet related to any subject rather t a

going for any reference book. There are
number of application which helps a student

to learn something new everyday. It is also
very useful in medical science and various

research works.

Now a days we

sible because of

Internet. We can

search many things in Internet like holiday
destination, subject related issues. We can

order online dress, shoes, cosmetics and
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any other product. We can book ticket for

inoi c, foi train, for bus which is very easy

to do. We can evety order our favorite fast

food from our favorite restaurant. Internet

has made every walk of our life convenient

and comfortable.

In spite ofhaving so many advantages
it is abused as a harmful thing. Some people
misuse this beneficial service for their own

needs. Display of pornographic materials

are growing rapidly due to Internet. Now a

days cyber crimes are growing due to more
use of Internet. The number of hackers are
increasing day by day. Many accounts gets

hacked and are misused. It is seen that

Internet is used in various antisocial activi
ties hke terrorism, extortion, theft, robbery
etc. Such misuse of Internet is causing a
great harni towards the student community
also. At present many students remain so
busy in using social medias that their valu
able study hours have been wasted. So, if it

■snot used in a proper manner then it may
become harmiul to the society.

Thus, we find that Internet have both
goodandbadsides.So,weshouIdmakegooduse of It and employ it for good of the so-
ciety. OO
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A Real Hero In My Eyes

Shahanaj Parbhin

H.S.P' year

From my recent reading "The Story

of My Life" by Hekn Keller, I came across

what motivation and passion and focus can

do. It can shake the mountains. It can do

wonders. This book is a must read for ev

eryone. Helen Keller is the epitome of how

a person can make the impossible possible

and inspire generation after generation. She

is one of the mony great examples to prove

us all that there are no limits, no boundaries.

I am so over whelmed by her story.

Why this book inspired me so much be

cause I could learn from here that defor

mity isn't an obstacle for us to get our suc

cess, to achieve our goal, to make our

dreams come true and so on. Many people

in this World feel ungrateful because oftheir

disadvantages. We have to be thankful to our

creator, for giving us a challenge. Such chal

lenges actually make us strong to work

harder to keep going. She was blind, deaf

and dumb. Yet it didn't stop her from achiev

ing her dreams. She became a world famous
author activist and speaker. She devoted her
j'fe to help others despite obvious barriers

to success. Her book, "The Story of my
Life is served to motivate others never to
give up, regardless of circumstances, time
or seemingly over whelming odds. The
readers can relate their own struggles so that
they might grow and succeed. She is one of
a kind.

What inspires me most about her is
that she was so passionate about nurturing
the generations. She said, "It's a terrible
thing to see and have no vision." It is so
true that many people go through their lives
with perfect vision, but fail to have a clear
vision as to where they want to go and who
they want to become. Hellen Keller did not

kt her literal lack ofvision stop her fromhaving big dreams. Where many people
would have used Helen's disabilities as a
setback and would foonQ c^i i

^ locus solely on surviv-
ing, Hellen was focusfH r*r> fv. • ♦

^^^used on thriving with a
clear vision in mind'She became a success-
tul writer, activist anH ̂

1st and a great speaker. She
,s oeminly . he,„ i„

through out my life. OQ



A MOTlVATlOlAL STOE^

Homodyuti Chakrabarty

H.S.P' year

Hi, Today I am going to share one

story that I listened in my school life. It was

as below.

Once upon a time there were two

boys. One was 6 years old and other was 10
years old. They were very close since child
hood. They

lived a

kites they ' J ■ T"/
enter to aenter to a

jun.gle

the village
and ifso happened that the 10 years old boys

felt in a well near by there and the 6years
old boy started screaming for help but there
was no one even at far distance. At once the

r>. 'tv

to it. He didn't wasted a single second, he

threw that bucket into the well and he went

on pulling until he saved his friend. Luck

ily, he saved him but now the two boys feared

if they went and told this incidence to the

villagers what would they do. But they went,

told this

incidence

■ / ■■ lothevil-
f-T '■* -fc : ■ TA ■ ^ lagers,
\  \ they were

- was hard
_L j nr*

strength to lift a bucket full of water how
could he drag a boy who was older than him
by 4years. Then the two boys went to a old
man who was the most wise person of that
village and the villagers abide by the old6years old boy saw a bucket and a rope tide village and tne vumg... au...



man. Then two boys told their incidence to

that old man and he believed it. The villag

ers astonished how he could believe it and

asked the old man, "How is it possible that

the boy who didn't had enough strength to

lift a full water of bucket how could he

dragged a boy who was elder than him by

4years." Then the old man said, "What can

I tell you about this, the kids said the things

very clearly, he had thrown the bucket in to

the well, his friend hold it, he pulled and he

saved his friend what more I can tell. See

the questions is not how he could save him,

it is why could he saved him. It has only one

answer. When he did that there was no one

even at far distance to tell him that he

cauldn't do this. His mind also didn't say

him he cauldn't do this means All is easy

and All is possible."

We have a lot of hidden potential that

we even don't know and in case ifwe know

then we don't use it because we fear what

people would say. If we ignore these voices

and say to our heart that I can do it easily, I

will simply say miracle will be very small
word for the output you will generate.

Some Meaningful Lines in TENSION
moment you are in 1^!N'ST0!N'

^ou wiCf Ibse your

iHenyou are in tota[C0J^%)S109^

JLncftfienyou •wifCfeeCl^^iyillOy^

^en you wiCf spoiCyour personaf

UCtimatefy you -wont get

iHenyou wiCCmafie things into C094.<PCIQmi03^

Ifienyour (B(P may aCso rise CAVlTO!]\r

Jindyou have to ta^e

Insteadunderstandthe SIOX)A^05V

Jlndtty to thin(ia6out the SOLVTlOyp

9/lany proBCems wiCC Be sofved By ̂ ISCVSSlOm

Which wiCCmalie out Better in your (FRp<BESSIOIN'

(DOiH'dtfimfiits myfreeSVgg^nog^

It's on[yfor your <FB^WEUfTl09{

If you understandmy /5VJ^E5VrT05V

Tbu xvidnever come to T^!KSIOiN'

..t .1:1 -..

Daisy Choudhury
H.S.T'year
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Shadow and Light

Uddipana Chowdhury

H.S.2"''year

I choose the

oppressive shadow

rather than the majesty

of the light

I heard the shadow saying

Cure my malady

But the light!

The light was happy

and was killing

shadow's dignity

The fellas were dancing

in some colorful bim of light

They were shining

but the shadow.

Ignored by them all

get corrupted and fell

broke

The life beyond

sadness is decided by

the God

Without pain and darkness

no one full at all

like the need of light,

shadow can aware us of life

in a room full of darkness

with a ting ray of hope

shadow makes us feel alive. OO

Environment

Mekmilan Ray
Hs.l^year

20 lacs trees are cut every year

15 hundred species missing every year

We human beings,
Realizing it late but we can do

something to change our fate

Oh! We poor souls, lets do something

Otherwise there would be no souls to do

anything

Human beings please do it fast

Be cause we don't want to make it our

last.OO
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